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ST JOHN AMBULANCE — CHARLIE WROTH 

Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [12.56 pm]: I acknowledge the over 38 years of selfless service provided by Charlie Wroth, 
a former volunteer and leader at Toodyay St John Ambulance sub-centre. On 6 April 2019 he was recognised for 
his exceptional level of service to St John’s at the Investiture of the Western Australian Commandery of the Order of 
St John, held at Government House. Until recently, Charlie was the chairperson of Toodyay St John Ambulance 
sub-centre. Under his guidance, Toodyay was nominated for best sub-centre of the year in two successive years, 
taking the prize for runner-up in one year. On 13 November, Charlie advised that he had been dismissed by St John’s. 
His fellow volunteers, many Toodyay residents and I remain shocked and dismayed by the way he has been treated. 
In paid employment he would have clearly defined rights but as a volunteer he had no recourse. After decades 
of service, offered freely, he, his family and his fellow volunteers have been dealt a gut-wrenching blow. The 
National Party’s convention, held in October this year, recognised the vital and valuable role of St John Ambulance 
volunteers and acknowledged the fact that they have no association to represent them and give voice to their 
concerns. A motion was carried that reads, in part, “supports the establishment of a volunteer association to 
exclusively represent the interests of, and advocate for, volunteer ambulance officers and sub-centres, and calls on 
the state government to support such an initiative.” 

During the coming holiday season, spare a thought for those St John Ambulance volunteers who may not be 
enjoying a festive time with their loved ones because their mobile phone has rung and they have been called away. 
They deserve respect, they deserve representation and they deserve better treatment than Charlie Wroth has had. 
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